hliel

(Mr. Pilkington) said that at the end of next
year there would be a deficit of £1,000,000.
You cannot stop people manipulating figures.
[ remember some years ago in this House, to
a very good old friend, I said, ‘*It is no good
talking, there are the figures, they cannot lie,’’
and he replied, ‘“No, but some of my friends
who are lars can figure.”’ The member for
Perth talked of the paying of the extra fees
under the Arbitration Act, £39,000; he said
we can make £250,000 from drink, £150,000
by a reduction of the education vote, and then
there was the £225.000, which I expected to
get from taxation, and then my deficit was to
be wiped out. When he sat down, I woke up.
Given any reasonable chance the deficit I say
will be closer to £500,000 at the end of the
next financial year than £900,000. That is un-
less I am going to be up against some awkward
proposition. 1 hope next year that there will
not be £10,000 for elections, that there will
not be £32,000 loss on cattle, £52,000 loss for
floods, and many other things whieh this
year have been erowded on us. That is
assuming the revenue keeps up to what it
is this year, but it may be a wrong as-
sumption. If members are geing to criticise
how I am coming out, they can only eriticise
on assumption, and T am assuming that I get
the same revenne next year that I get this
year, but no one can foresee. There may be a
shortage in many directions. If there is a
shortage or we get strikes, then I do not know
where I shall be, nor would anybody else. As
to the question of the railways, it comesg to this:
Wo think that unless something serious hap-
pens, we shall be able to provide the increase
for this year without altering the fotal amount
of our expenditure. We have to look into all
these matters, and we cannol keep going and
stay here all night and work all day. We have
no hope of going into these things unless we
have time, and therefore I ask mem-
bers before I sit down—and I am sorry I have
had to keep them here to-night for this rea-
son—not te make long speeches, not to make
specehes of an hour and a-half. T do not deny
the right of any member to make speeches,
and I deo not want to be hypereritical, but I do
say that a speech of an hour and a-half is too
long. I hope when we are considering the de-
tails of the Estimates, members will say all
they have to say, but unless they can snggest
some item about which they can tell me some-
thing, there is no neecessity to waste time.
Members have made all the remarks they
wish to about the Estimates, but where they
see an item of which they may bhave some know-
ledge, I hope they will let us know about it.
I thank the Committee for their courtesy in
listening to me at this late hour.

Progreas reported.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Apprentices,

2. Public EGucation,
Received from the Legislative Couneil.

(R e

BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1. Indestiries Assistance Aet Continuation.

2. Sewerage Works Validation,

Without amendment.

House adjourned 1.21 a.m. (Friday).
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Legislative Council,
. Tuesday, 5th AMarch, 1918,

The PRESIDENT toeck the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[(For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘“Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings.’’]

BILYL, — ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and returned to
Assembly with an amendment.

the

BILL — VERMIN BOARDS ACT
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th February.

Hon., W. EKINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[4.38]: It is my intention of course to sup-
port this Bill, but I regret that there should
be any necessity for intreducing it in this
country, which has to a very marked extent
for many years past, been free from the pest
which the Eastern States have had to deal
with. The time, however, must come to any
country when, by the natural process of na-
ture, pests which exist in one part of any
continent such as Augtralia is, must spread to
the other parts nnless definite, drastie, and
well congidered preventive steps are taken.
This has not been done in Western Australia.
Of course, people, secure in the lack of know-
ledge of how terrible a seourge the rabbit pest
would be, sat back some 20 or 30 years ago
and laughed at the prognostieations of visitors
who had had experience of the ravages of
these animals, and said that sueh a thing as
an invasion could never happen in Western
Australia. Time bas proved that these people
were wrong, Persondlly I am convinced that
if 24 or 25 years ago a rabbit-proof fence had
been run 300 miles north of Eucla, and then
turned eastward, and if that fence had been
provided with what are known as yard traps
at distances of one mile, traps which would
have added to the cost of the construction of
the fence to the extent of only about £5 per
mile, T am perfectly certain that rabbits
would not have entered this State. Anpnd I
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say this not without some knowledge of the
subjeet. Sir Edward Wittenoom said, in the
course of his remarks, that he had never had
any practical experience of rabbits. I have.
For about a year or so in my gomewhat
checkered career 7 was engaged in rabbiting
in New South Wauales, and [ used to do very
well at it, making as much as £15 to £16 a
week. As a matter of faet, all rabbiters in
New South Wales made so much that it was
absolutely impossible for them and the
squatters fo live. The result was that the
squatters went first and the rabbits are still
there. The Honorary Minister is right when
he says that trapping by paid rabbiters will
pever have the effect of exterminating the
pest. It will have the effect of bringing them
down to a certain level, to that level when
erothing but rabbits can live in the country.
So trapping is not of much practical benefit,
With regard to the Bill before the House and
the parent Act, I am sorry we have no more
information as to the definition wbhich has
been drawn between vermin and other classes
of pests. In the present Act the only animals
alluded to as vermin are rabhits and wild
dogs, and that Aet goes on to say, ‘‘Any
other animals whichk the Government may de-
clare to be vermin for the purposes of this
Aet.”’ I do not think we have had put be-
fore us a list of what has beea declared ver-
min in this State, and I hope that when that
list is laid before us, the wishes of some of
my friends will not be carried out, but on
that T will touch later. I think it would have
been better in the interests of good legislation
if the Government in this Aet, as in other
Acts, such as the Game Act, had followed the
practice of adding a schedule containing the
names of animals, birds, etc., which it waa
proposed to class as vermin. For instance, I
would be extremely interested to know whether
the Government have yet classed sparrows as
vermin. T would also like to know what steps
the Government are taking to stop the threat-
eped and almost certain invasion of spar-

rows to this country. Some six months
ago, acting on information which T
knew waa absolutely true, I called the

attention of the Premier to the faet that
sparrows were working westward from Sonth
Australia, that they then existed at Nullabor
astation and inevitably would eome to this
State, if steps were not taken to prevent them.
I received the usual postcard to say that the
matter was receiving the consideration of the
Government, and so far as I know that is
where it stopped. I have seem sinee in
the daily Press a eommunication from Mr.
White of Beltrees, of whom there is no better
authority on ornithology in Australia, saying
that along the route he followed he had not
traced sparrows, so far.  Unfortunately,
there are two ways by which sparrows can
come to this country, one along the coast road
and the other along the Transcontinental road.
Let me tell the Government this: With regard
to the seriousness of the pest, farmers, or-
chardists and town dwellers would all be con-
solting their own interests if they all urged
upon the Government the necessity for com-
bating it. 'Whether in the orchards, in the
wheat fields, or amongst the town dwellers,
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the sparrow is a pest of the first magnitude..
Once these sparrows get past the sparsely
watered country in which they are now found,
and come to the better watered parts of the
State, it will be goodbye to the homesteads
and the farms. People have been after them
in the Eastern States for years past, but all
that they have been able to do is to keep them
down to what amounts to an inconvenient
minimum level. I hope the Government will
take the warning 1 have held out to them
with such good intentions, but which was
treated, T would almost say, with such lack
of courtesy. I do not suppose it was in-
tended by the Government to treat my wara-
ing in this manner hut it is, to say the least
of it, discouraging, when anyone attempts to
serve the country in any way at all, to find
that his efforts have met with such little
response at the hands of the Government.

Hon, C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
The matter is now being dealt with.

Hon. W, EINGSMILL: It is about time,
for the Government have had six montbs’ no-
tice, With regard to the rabbits, I under-
stand that the method which is to be adopted
is that of wholesale poisonring. T hope the
Government will see, when they go in for this
wholesale poisoning, that they will not in any
way destroy what is generally known as the
balance of nature, I do not know that the
Government have in any department a nat-
uralist who is sufficiently skilled to give ad-
vice upon this matter. Probably if they had
bad suchk a man his services would have been
dispensed with before this, on the grounds
hat he was a scientist or an expert. If the
present Government can find a speeialist who
bas been in the babit of carrying out
special duties in any department, they will
at once sack him. That has been our experi-
ence in the past. When the Government are
poisoming rabbits in a wholesale manner,
such as is necessary, of course, in dealing
with the pest, it is possible at the same time
to poisoen birds and animals which play a
far greater part in the scheme of nature
than we, with our lofty disregard for the
principles of acience, are ready to recognise.
This has always been the case throughout
Australia, but it has never been accentuated
to so great an extent as in the case of the
present Government. When any scientific
subject is brought before Parliament or the
Miniatry, the fact that it is a scientific sub-
ject ia enough to condemn it utterly in their
eyes, I know members of the Ministry to-
day—not in this House—who, if one sug-
gests a scheme and says that it is based on
scientific grounds, at once condemn the
whole business. No doubt mauvy hon. mem-
bers know the gentlemen to whom I am re-
ferring. I beg the Government to consider
this matter, and the Honorary MMinister to
make sech inquiries as be may be able to
make with the resources at his command,
his officers and so forth, to see that the bal-
ance of nature is not upset, and that in des-
troving this particular pest he does wuot
bring upon the orchardist or the farmer a
greater pest than even the rabbits. A great
deal of care must be taken in respect to this
matter. To go back to the danger of des-
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troying the balance of mature, I would point
oot that in some of the other States this
rabbit question bas been in some instances
very successfully treated. There was a gen-
tleman called Rodier in New South Wales,
who evolved a scheme which he put into
practice on his own conntry. I bave secen
that country and know the most admirable
results which he obtained. The system of
this man was as follows—he captured rab-
bits in traps and destroyed the female rab-
bits and allowed the male rabbits to go
free. By destroying the balance of gex
be found he eould absolutely and effectually
exterminate the rabbits on his property.
1 do not propose this plan for adoption by
the Government, but it is worth while any
farmers, or any community of farmers, whe
have wire netting round their places, and
yard traps attached to the fences, to put
this Rodier system into operation and leave
nature to do the rest. From what I saw
on Mr. Rodier's own place and from the
eontragt which was offered from the pasture
within the wire netting and the grass-bare
country on the other side, there seemed no
doubt that this was a most admirable way
of combating the pest. I am not quite in
accord with the attitude of the Government
with regard to the trapping of rabbits for
food. I think it is quite wrong. I do not
think there is the least danger of raising
up a class of people which will disseminate
the rabbits throughout district after dis-
trict. At all events, what I would advise the
Government te do would he to allow these
persons to trap for food upon land which
the Government are about to neglect. Sir
Edward Wittenoom made a felling point
when he said that against any legislation of
this sort the Government are bound to he
the biggest offenders. Whilst we have Gov-
ernment reserves and vacant land acting as
breeding grounds for this pest, we will never
suceeed in exterminating it. If it is a
national question they should set to work
to elean up their own country, and keep it
clean, TUnless they do se¢ what hope have
the farm dwellers for many miles around in
this country, with these vast areas of un-
allotted land, of ever keeping their holdings
clear when, immediately the rabbits are
cleared off, they are supplied again from the
Government lands? One may cause a pest
to be destroyed on private property but one’s
efforts are unavailing unless the Government
help by keeping their property clean as well.
Until that is done they ean pass all the rab-
bit and vermin Acts they like, but will
never get very mueh more forward; and
these Acts will be not only so much waste
paper, but be inflicting hardship on those
who keep their land clean, when they know
that the supplies they take off will be re-
plenished and renewed both beneath the
fences and through the fences from the
Government land. T wasg apeaking about the
distinetion which has been drawn between
vermin and useful creatures. I was sur-
prised and grieved to hear Mr. Sommers say
that, in his opinion, the kangaroo should be
classed as vermin, that the only place for
a kangaroo should be the Zoo, and that it
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should be exterminated throughout \Vestern
Australia. 1 do not think he gave the sub-
jeet that thought which he should have
done, and usually does, before giving this
pronouncement. He spoke slightingly of
those persons who eat kangaroos, Per-
haps he is not aware that during the
last year there were nearly 1,200 per-
mits granted to take the kangaroo for
the purpose of food, that these permits
werc granted only after the most exhaustive
inquiries, on the part of the officials of the
department under whose administration the
Game Act comes. The bona fides of every
applicant is first inquired into before these
permits are granted, and probably these
1,178 permits, to be exaet, which were
granted, presumably to the heads of families,
represent abeut 5,000 people who are draw-
ing at all events paris of their meat supply
from this source. It is a serious thiog to
contemplate killing off these animals and
totally exterminating them. TUnless the de-
partment, through the police, ia fully satis-
fied that the person applying for a permit
really needs the kangaroo for food, and will
use it for that purpose, the permit is not
granted.

Hon. H. Carson: All skin dealers send
out licenses to kill to the farmers,

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: The hon. member
must be abaclutely and entirely misinformed.
Does he make that statement seriously?

Hon. H. Carson: Yes.

Hop. W, KINGSMILL: Then it will go
into ‘‘Hansard’’ that the skin dealers send
out licenses to kill to the farmers.

Hon, H. Carson: They have done so.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: They have sent
them to the hon. member?

Hon. H. Carson: Yes, to my family.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: That is & very in-
teresting statement indeed.

Hon, C. I Baxter (Honorary Minister):
That is ontside the restricted area.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: That makes all the
difference. The hon. member lives north of
Geraldton. Quite so. That accounts for the
matter, and he can kiill as many kangaroos for
food, or for other purposes, as he may desire.
Permits are not necessary ocutside the protected
area, the northern boundary of which is Perth
and Geraldton, and inecludes the whole of the
South-West. These permits are granted to
people who ave not in a position to keep such
stock as would lead the person making the in-
quiry to suppose that they would be able to
hve on their own meat.” That being so, I ven-
ture to say it is a very useful thing that these
permits should be granted. Not alone is it a
useful thing that the permits should be
granted, but it is very useful if we are to keep
in _existence an animal which does s¢ much
directly and indirectly to supply food for the
people of the country as the kangaroo does. A
great deal of the damage which the kangaroo
is alleged to do is done by what i3 known as
the brush kangaroo, which is not protected and
which anyone can shoot whenever, however,
and as often as he pleases. It would be a pity,
however, to destroy the amimal which is the
basis of a large and thriving industry in this
country. I have here some figures relating to
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the velume of trade in kangaroo skins. It will
he interesting to members to know that the
tralde runs from £69,000 in 1906 in varying
amounts to £61,399 last vear. This trade,
which Mr. Sommers lightly proposes to do
away with in Western Australia by the exter-
mination of this animal, brought into the State
no less than £61,400, in round figures, last
year. I would point out that this is not mere
guess work and is not simply an estimate, but
that it is absolutely the minimum represented
by that trade, because this is the value of the
gkins upon which royalty has heen paid. There
undoubtedly have heen a good many wmore
skins sold than have heen paid royalty on, but
there is no doubt that no skins were paid roy-
alty on which were not sold. Therefore, these
figures may be taken as the absolute minimum.
Persons are always complaining, the hon. mem-
bher is always complaining, about the proper-
ties that are being damaged by the ravages of
kangaroos. Section 21 of the Game Act
of 1912—and T gpeak of what I know, because
it gave me a great deal of pleasure to draft
and frame the measure—is as follows—

The Minister may, in writing, authorise
for a stated period any person or the ser-
vants of any suoch pergon to kill or destroy
any imported or native game found on his
property and committing any damage or in-
jury, Provided that the Minister is satis
fied that such injury is likely to arise
through the presence of such game.

There is the obvious remedy for persons who
wish to destroy kangaroos without doing dam-
age to property. Tt is a strange thing people
do not take more advantage of it hecause the
Act ias explicit on fhe point. As long as the
Minister is satisfied that the animals are eaus-
ing damage there is no case of licenses being
refuged. The number of licenses was practie-
ally small last year, only nine being granted,
and T con only put that down to the fact that
persons are not being so damaged as they claim
to he or that they are not aware of the section
of the Act, This section was put in the Act to
protect farmers who were suffering from dam-
age throngh the ravages of kangaroos, or any
animal, and to give them a measure of relief.
There i3 the measure of relief if they eare to
take it. T hope I have said enough to cause
hon. membera to pause a moment before in-
cluding animals such as the kangarcos which
are a particularly fine source of food supply
to about 5,000 settlers on the prohibited areas

and which provide a trade of £60,000
a year from the skins. T hope for many
years to come the kangareo will bhe a

feature of onr native fauna, It is futile for
me to appeal to the hon. member on the
ground of sentiment because he is a gentle-
man of particularly large utilitarian views,
but I would point out to him the importance
of the kangaroo as a means of food supply
and as a skin preducer. I hope this will
cause him to re-comsider the statement which
he has made and not to act so harshly at
these innocent and harmless animals. Thave
not much more te say about this Vermin
Bill. T should like, if I am permitted to do
so, to make an appeal on behalf of the so-
ciety of which I happen to be the President,
the Acclimatisation Society of Western Aus-
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tralia. Included among the vermin should
be cats and erows, which are destroying all
the native fauna in every part of the State.
They are making it impossible to acclimatise
ground game such as partridges and pheas-
ants and in time they will start to kill them.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: One Government sent
cats out to Euela to kill the rabbits,

Hon. W. XKINGSMILL: Yes, it was a
kind of eomic opera Government and I re-
member at the time eommiserating with a
number of old ladies who had lest their do-
mestic pets. The cats were taken to the
“‘Grace Daring’’ at BEucla and delivered to
the Captain at 2s, 6d. per head. There is a
number of domestic cats which have gone
wild and it is supposed that they kill the
rabbits, but I may say that cats and rabbits
live in the same burrow and breed there to-
gether,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They did at Euecla.

Hon. W. KIXGSMILL: The cats became ac-
climatised fo the rabbit and lived and bred
in the same burrow. People who have seen
the way in which rablbits increase, will un-
derstand that it will reguire a large number
of ¢ats to deal with the rabbit pest in this
country. This is a method of dealing with
rabbits whieh is not to be thought of at
present. There is one animal which is a
great destroyer of the rabbit, the iguana or
monitor lizard, Thig iguana will eat, if it gets
the chanee nothing but the heads of the
young rabbits. One iguana will do wmore to
exterminate rabbits than 100 cats. We used
to look on these lizards as our natural ene-
mies, bhecause when we came to a nice fine
rabhit burrow, we would find it surrounded
by the carcases of young rabbits, nipped in
the bud so to speak. We did not retaliate by
killing the iguano, hecause there was a £50
fine for killing an iguana, therefore we were
unlikely to do damage in that direction.
There are three or four species of iguana,
but whatever the apecies, they all kill rab-
bits and are weli worth preserving, and I
hope the Government will commit that to
mind when dealing with this matter. I shall
content myself by saying that T have much
pleasure in supporting the Bill in the hope
that it will be reasonably and well admin-
istered.

Hon, J. A, GREIG (South-East) [5.7]:
This Vermin Board’s Bill takes me back
some 25 ycars when I was in South Aus-
tralia, and when this question was being
very much discussed. Twenty-five years ago
in South Australia, T was actively engaged
in fighting the rabbits in what was then
their western front, To-day rabbits have
advanced between 1,000 and 1,500 miles over
praetically disputed territory every inch of
the way. Where the rabbit has not been in-
terrupied by man, it has had nature to conm-
tend against, but the rabbit advances like
the Germans. Tt goes forward and then digs
itself in and gets re-inforcements by breed-
ing up_and sending out its forces again.
When I arrived in Western Australia, 17
years ago, I was induced to look at some
land cast of the Great Southern. I saw
there good land for the purpose for which
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I required it, but I said, ‘*Ouoce in a lifetime
is enough for a man to be compelled to fight
the rabbits,’’ and for that reasom I was pre-
judiced against that land. I went west of
the Great Southern where I knew there
was an area of native poison plant to pro-
tect me, and now I do not expect any serions
trouble from the rabbits, although a few
days ago a rabbit was killed some ten miles
west of my place. It has been said I think
by the Honorary Minister that the rabbits
were being brought in and let go.

Hon. ., P. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Not in all cases, in some cases.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: Probably iz some
cases, that may be correct. That is what
bas taken place in this instance. I have

been surprised that the rabbits have not
reached Western Australia before now, there
must be something about the country and
the scrub that dees not suit the rabbits as
well as similar country in South Ausiralia.
The Honorary Minister stated that the peo-
ple out east have been crying out about the
rabbits and by sc doing bave reduced the
value of their holdings.

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
I was referring to the people in the city.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: It is not the erying
out that reduces the value of property, but
the rabbits themselves. To me it seems that
those people in the outskirts of land settle-
ment in the agricultural areas, are in a bad
position indeed especially as wire netting is
out of the question altogether. Where I was
sitnated in South Awstralia, I was in an un-
fortunate position. I had farms adjoining
me on one side, and a sheep station and un-
occupied land on the other. The rabbits
were marching westward. I could keep the
rabbits down in the winter time by poisen-
ing and digging out and trapping, but when
the grass got dry, they came on in thousands.
To get some idea of what the rabbits are
like, when they are coming on to holdings,
I may tell members that the tracks of an
ordinary bullock team can be obliterated in
one night so thick have the rabbits been in
erosging the country. I have cstimated that
one can poison as many as 10,000 rabbits in
a day single handed. That is a conservative
estimate and the number may be 20,000 or
30,600. That is done by laying poisoned
pollard by night and without the use of the
poison carts which we have to-day. TPeople
have been asking in this State what the
Government are going to do. My experience
is that the Government can do very little
to assist. If the Government supply the
poison and probably the poison caris, to the
setilers on easy terms, that is about as far
as they ean go. It is impossible for the Gov-
ernment to eradicate all the rabbits on
Crown lands and to keep them down. The
cost would be more tham Western Australia
can stand. Many of the farmers out east
who had their crops destroyed by rabbits
this year did not know what te do. They
had had no previous experience with the rab-
bits. The Minister says that he requires
more power and seeks to get it by this Bill
and that he intends to emfazce the measure
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without fear or favour. On looking through
the Bill, from what I ean see, if the Minis-
ter gets the power lie is asking for and en-
forces it, the best thing that settlers out back
can do is to get off their holdings immed-
iately and not stay te fight the . rabbits.
With regard to the advance of the rabbits
and the rabbits which the Minister tbinks
are being distributed in the western portion
of the State, years ago rabbits were let go
on the Williams river and in various por-
tions of the State, and became exztinet. I
think that the matter of dealing with the
rabbit pest in that country will not be difi-
cult for this reason: the winters are ac wet
it is impossible for the rabbits to nest. The
ground beeomes water logged except on the
hills. There they can be dealt with. The
Minister said he does not approve of any
particular date being fixed on which to start
poisoning. FHe holds that the settlers should
poison all the year round. As a man of prae-
tical experience [ am convinced that it is
impossible to poison rabbits all the year
round. There are some poisons which they
will take better than others. I think toxa
is the best when any green feed is about.
This toxa is practieally apple jam econtain-
ing poison, and if the Government could ar-
range to purchase the refuse apples from
the fruit growers at Mt. Barker and other
centres, and have this toxa cheaply made
it would probably assist greatly in the re-
duction of the rabbit pest.

Hou. Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
same as S.AP.Y

Hon. 1. A, GREIG: I understand it is very
much the same. The Minister said that
some people thought the poison plant would
kill the rabbits, but gave it as his opinion
that the rabbitz would get rid of the poison
plant. Some 12 months ago I was one of a
party which went to Wyaleatchem to discuss
the rabbit question. When we arrived, there
were no rabbits to be seen. The people said
‘“There are none here, but 10 miles north
or 12 miles south we could show you thous-
ands.”’ 1T said, ‘“You have had them here;
where are they?’’ and they said ‘‘Yes, in
the winter; but there is no water for them
now,’’ I said “‘There is some other reason
for it, because rabbits would live on this
country without water.’’ The next day I
walked argund the distriet to discover, if T
could, the reason for the disappearance of
the rabbits. I concluded that tie York road and
box peison had killed them. I found rabbit
carcases in the bush and on some voung poison
plants T found teeth marks. T have noticed
on the eastern belt that the rabbits are in
pateches, being thick in some places, and in-
variably those are places not infested with
poison. The rabbits thrive in the poison
country during the winter, because they deo
not then eat the poison, preferring the green
grasses; but as soon as the grasses dry off
the rabhits then turn to the green poison and
are killed. The Minister referred to the way
the people of the Lake Grace district had
poisaneid rabhits. The Lake Grace settlers
are in this fortunate position: they have there
an area of good country with little or no

Is toxa the
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poison. Rabbits thrive on that area, but the
country surrounding it is very inferior aad
infested with poison. The result is that if
those people poison rabbits in the summer in
that good country they will not have much
trouble with them in the following season,
I say we inust have a fixed day when people
ean go in for simultaneous poisoning. Rab-
bits will increase during the winter, and will
flock in from the back eountry in thousands.
It is of no use asking the Government to at-
tempt to eradicate them in the back eountry,
for the cost invelved would be enormous. We
require ope common day on which the people
will be compelled to start poisoning. After
that day, any man found with rabbits on his
property should be fined for not having eradi-
cated them. That has been the practice in
South Australia for years, and it has proved
to be the only practicable way of dealing with
the rabbits. ‘The rabbits increase very rap-
idly during the latter part of the winter, when
it is impossible for any wman te keep them
down. I suggest that the Government should
not spend large sums of money in trying to
¢radicate rabbits on Crown lands and aban-
doned farms, The Government could more
wisely save the money that this would cost
until they can again purchase wire netting
and supply it to the gettlers on easy terms.
That is the only practicable solution of the
difficulty. Some people are of opinion that if
the Government took a firm stand and passed
a Vermin Boards Act which wounld compel
every settler to kill rabbits on his property,
and if in addition, the Government took
drastic means to kill rabbits on Crown lands,
the pest could be exterminated altogether.
That is a totally wrong idea. We shall never
eradicate rabbits from Western Australia., We
may get them down and hold them in check,
but that is the best we can hope for. In all
the Eastern States to-day they are lholding the
rabbits in check as the result of bifter experi-
ence. The people of this State will have to
be taught the severe lesson learned by the
people in the Bastern States. Practical experi-
ence ia the only means of teaching them. People
will never learn by being told; they must try
for themselves. Many people will have a bitter
experience in dealing with rabbits during the
next two or three years. But when they have
learned how to handle the pest they will then
be able to keep it in check. I wounld like to
know from the Minister whether the roads
boards are to be declared vermin boards, and
he compelled to strike rates, and if so, will
those rates be unsed for the eradication of din-
goes as well as rabbits? Again, if a certain
hoard has neither rabbits nor dingoes in its
distriet, will it be necessary for that hoard to
strike a rate? T would also like to know how
those rates will be spent. Will the board
itself have the spending of those rates in
eradicating rabbits on reserves and Crown
lands within its boundaries, or will the Gov-
ernment claim the rateg or a portion of them
from the roads boards and use the money to
eradicate pests in the districts of other
boardst There i3 a clause in tbe Bill provid-
ing that a member of the hoard may be ap-
pointed an inspector under the board. T do
not agree with that. T maintain that the in-
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spector should not be one of the board. He
should be a paid servant of the board. under
the control of tho Board.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: The provision
is permissive, not eompulsory,

Hon. J. A. GREIG: I presume the clause
means that any member of the board may be
appointed an inspector, and may still hold his
seat on the hoard as a member, The inspee-
tor should not have a seat on the board nor
any voice or vote in the procecdings of the
board. Coming to the means of destruction
of rabbits, I call attention to the fact that
throughout Western Australia there are many
open hutrows ready to receive the rabbits when
they arrive. I refer to the old boody holes.
Down in the South-West the boodies were in
hundreds 13 years ago, but to-day they are
practically extinet. T have not seen one for
years. The burrows have become grass-grown,
but they are still there, and some of them are
of a depth of eight or nine feet. When the
rabbits come along all they will have to do is
to take possession of those holes, T suggest
that those holes should be filled in betore the
rabbits come, 1In thc Eastern Stutes we had
large warrens, some as large as this Chamber,
One method we adopted was to plough them
in with a dam-sinking plough behind a team
of bullocks,. We would open up in the midst
of the burrow and plough the whole of the
ground to a depth of 18 inches. The rabbits
would then make to the shallow end of the
burrow, where we would kill all that came to
the surface. Those that remaivned underneath
would come up through the soft ground dur-
ing the night, and of egurse it was impossible
for them to get back again, The next day we
went over the country with dogs—T myself
had a pack of 23 which I kept for the pur-
pose—and ithose dogs would catch all the
rabbits that were out of the burrows. As
soon as they were started they would run for
the old burrow, and it was then easy for the
dogs to catech them. 'I'hat is ono way of deal-
ing with large rabbit warrens. There is an-
other question: At the present time, the ex-
portation of rahbit skins from Western Aus-
tralia is prohibited. Mr. Kingamill just now
referred to the value of a kangaroo skin. At
one time kangaroo skins were considered of
no value whatever, and were destroyed, To-
day we are destroying rabbit skins. I am of
the opinion that there is really a valuable
asset here if properly bandled. Probably the
Federal Government could do more than the
State, but I think the State Government
should move in the matter and endeavour o
get the Federal (lovernment to advance, say,
1s. 64. per dozen against full-grown rabhit
skins, until the war is over. I feel sure those
skins will he worth 3s. or 4s. per dozen after
the war. The point is this: we do not want
to start a trapping industry, but if bona-fide
farmers were allowed to sell rabbit skins to
the Government at l1s. 6d. per dozen the price,
while it would not be good enough to induce
farmers to leave their holdings and go rabbit-
ing, would provide them with sufficient funds
to pay for the reduction of the rabbits at pre-
sent threatening the wheat-growing industry
of the farmers. Mr, Kingsmill referred to
sparrows, I wrote to the Government on this
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Question six or seven years ago, when it was
reported to me that sparrows were following
the telegraph line through to Esperance. An
outstauding difference between sparrows and
rabbits is that the rabbit is a pioneer. He
will go out on his own inte unkoown land,
whereas the sparrow will not leave 2 beaten
track. The sparrow will follow a telegraph
line, or a wool track to a back station or even
to a houndary rider's hut; but when the track
ends the sparrow stops. The sparrow is no
bushman, Recently when travelling through
Tarcoola, which is about 300 miles this side of
Port Angusta, I heard that there was a small
colony of ahout 30 sparrows established there.
I was also informed that the Government
were emiploying a man at £4 a week to eradi-
cate those sparrows, That was his job while
I was in Tarcoola. I say that if it costs £4
per sparrow to destroy that eolony, it will be
good business. Mr., Kingsmill also referrcd
to the Rodier system for the destruction of
rabbitea. That system is quite practicable
when adopted in enclosed paddocks. The
other day I saw a new invention for exter-
minating rabbits by charcoal gas. In my
opinien that should be one of the hest exter-
minators for rabhits in burrows. We know
that charcoal pas is one of the most powerful
of poison gases. The difficulty with all other
exterminators that I have come in contaet
with is the ¢ost. TFrom what I read of this
one, however, it should be cheap. I believe that
at a cost of about 4d. for fuel two men can
work this machine all day at suffocating
rabbifs in burrows. I regret that I have not
had more time to compare the Bill with the
principal Act, but I hope that the Minister,
when he has had the powers under this mea-
sure conferred on him, will use them with
dizeretion and judgment as regards seitlers
who are isolated on the eastern fringe of our
wheat beit, because, if this measure is put
rigidly into force, and if those settlers are
compelled to abide by it absolutely, they will
have no time at their disposal to do anything
but kill rabbits.

Hon, .JJ. W. HICKEY (Central) [5.20]: I
desire briefly to support the second reading
of the Bil), becanse I realise the grave neces-
aity for doing something effective to eradi-
cate or at least minimise the rabbit pest. I
also wish to say a few words, in anticipation,
concerning a pest which ia bound to come
along sooner or later. That pest has been
referred to by Mr. Kingsmill. Tt is the
sparrow, which must come along as connee-
tion is established between Western Aug-
tralia and the FEastern States. At the pre-
sent juncture, however, our greatest anxiety
is the rabbit menace. In my travels during
the last few years I have had opportunities
of noting, eapecially in our back country, the
rapid progress which the rabbit has made.
As far back as 10 or 12 years ago, I think,
I brought across to Western Australia the
first pair of ferrets introduced to the Murchi-
son; and even at that time the rabbits were
fairly plentiful. Since then I have had op-
portunities of studying the progress of the
pest in the more populous farming centres
around Northampton, and towards the coast
and Shark Bay, and on the Greenough and
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Irwin flais, I fully agree with the opinion
expressed by Sir Edward Wittenoom, that
in the first place we must decide for our-
selves whether the rabbit is a pest or not, I
think there can be no two opinions on that
point. Ther we have to decide upon the bést
methoeds for the eradication of the rabbhit.
We can achieve eradieation only by united
effort and constant co-operation. It will
mean much hard work, and much enthusiasm
put into the work, by the people in autho-
rity, and by the inspectors of the varions
roads boards and vermin boards throughout
the State. My experience of tbe rabbit ic
Victoria, where I spent a uumber of years,
has eonvineed me that the greatest menace
to settlement in that Siate was the rabbit,
and, next, the sparrow. We have now to
consider what is the best thing we can do in
the interests of this State. To my mind, for
quite a time we have been living in a fool’s
paradise in Western Australin. In spite of
the experience of the Eastern States, and in
spite of our knowledge of what must inevit-
ably follow here, we were quite satigfied and
content to sit back so long as there were
a couple of rahbit-proof fences across West-
ern Australia. The inevitable result has .come.
The rabbits have been knocking at our door
for years. Unfortunately, we have Deen
asleep for the greater part of that time, and
have made little or no effort to help our-
selves. In fact, we have been caught nap-
ping. That we find ourselves in our present
position is absolutely and entirely our own
fault. Whilst I appreciate, and sympathise
with, the efforts of the Government, and sin-
cerely trust they will be sueccessful, T con-
sider that somebody is to blame, though 1
blame no particular Government in this con-
nection. I do, however, appeal to the pre-
sent Government not to be too drastic in the
steps they take. It must be remembered that
in these times the settler finds it a pretty
hard job to pull through at all. If the
clauses of the Bill introduced by the Hono-
rary Minister are put into full effect, the
result will be, as pointed out by Mr., Greig,
that many men on the wheat belt will be
oceupied looking after rabbits and doing no-
thing else, If a man will not help bimself,
he deserves no assistance; buf, if a man
shows willing, then he should be helped, and
afforded every opportunity to make good.
That being so, I appeal to the Honorary
Minister and the Government to see that if
every fair and reasonable effort is made by
the settlers for the eradication of the pest,
the Government in return will endeavour to
assist them and to see that they get a decent
chance and a fair deal. At the preseni june-
ture the settlers are not doing too well; and
if the powers under this measure are ap-
plied against them to the full immediately,
they will be in exactly the same position as
a man who has been drinking for 20 years
and who is suddenly taken by the neck and
told, ““Your drinking will have to stop from
this duy forwards.’” That would be the posi-
tion of those settlers if the drastic powers
under this measure are put into operation
against them immediately. Having decided
that the rabbit is a pest, we have as our next
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task that of finding ways and means to put
the pest out of commisgion. T listened with
eareful attention to the observations of the
Henorary Minister in introducing the Bill. T
have also perused with interest the corres-
pondence in the Press on methods for eradi-
cation of the pest. I must confess, however,
that absolutely nothing has been suggested
that is new to me, after my experience in
the Eastern States, This, of course, is bardly
to be wondered at. To my mind it appeara
that the only methods which have been sug-
gested are poisoning, clearing, trapping, and
netting, Netting at the present juncture is
undoubtedly ount of court. We saw this
thing coming, but what preparation did we
make? Netting is admittedly the most effi-
cacious means of dealing with the rabbit. T
say that as one who has had considerable
experience in that direction. T have ftra-
velled all the Victorian country which was
described by Sir Edward Wittenoom, and
also other parta of the Eastern States; and
I say unhesitatingly that the real key of the
gituation is wire netting. After wire net-
ting a property, one can go on and take
charge by poisoning and other means of era-
dication. But really no effort has been made
by us in Western Australia, although we
have seen the pest coming for a number of
vears, To-day we find oursclves in the awk-
ward position that, owing to the war, we are
unable to obtain netting. We have ne hope of
relieving the difficulties of the farmer by a
supply of wire netting. Possibly, out of evil
good may come. Necessity being the mother
of invention, the Government may be in-
duced te make some effort to import a ship-
ment of wire netting, or the Commonwealth
perhaps will try to secure wire netting
from America. TIndeed. the Commonwealth
might go even further and endeavour to do
what is infinitelv better—that is, establish
the wire mnetting industry in Avstiralia. If
we continue to Tely on other conntries for
our necessitics, we may find ourselves even-
toally in even a worse plight than to-day.
In this connection there is an opportunity of
establishing a new and promising industry,
and at the same time furthering the inter-
ests of repatriation. The industry is one
which may be suitable for the employment
of returned soldiers. As regards clearing
land and digging out burrows, these meth-
ods have proved very effective in the East-
ern States. T have seen many large holdings
freed of rabbits by them. The praectice is
to c¢lear the land, and to burn all hollow
logs and rubbish. This process, however,
takes time and money; and it has to be done
methodieally, or it will not prove effective.
To poisoning there are certain objections,
though it is, in faet, the most eflicacions
method, and one which must appeal to all
interested. Mr. Kingsmill has sounded a
note of warning as regards the possible re-
sults of rabbit poisoning on bird life. He
hag pointed out that in poisoming the rab-
bits we may rum the risk of destroying some
of our very best friends, Those of us who
have had experience of country life in the
Eastern States and in the back distriets of
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Western Australia, know well that a good
deal depends on the bird life, and that we
ghould be most careful Jest in attempting to
eradicate the rabbit pest we destroy the
bird life. There is a simple deviece in this
connection which appeals to me very much,
It is the use of the common house-gutter for
the distribution of poisoned water. Such
guttering is not high—just high enongh for
the rabbit. It must be remembered that
bunny comes out a good deal at night, when
the gutter troughs could be Jeft open for
him to drink; and they could be covered up
again in the morning. In other respects,
too, the greatest care must be exercised as
regards poisening, The device I have men-
tioned, however, seems to be very effective,
and it certainly minimises the danger of
poisoning birds.  References have been
made to the question of commercialising the
rabbit. T am of opinion that a great mis-
take is heing made in Western Australiz by
not following this course. Tt is to be re-
membered that there are oaly certain seas-
ons in which rabbits ean be poisoned, al-
though some people attempt to eary on poison-
ing all the year round. My experience, how-
ever, is that that is a waste of time.
When there is an abundance of green feed
about, it ia bopeless to expect rabbits to take
poison., That being the case, other methods
have to be adopted, and I would advocate
trapping and rooting out burrows. If this
were made an industry areas could be pro-
claimed close to the railway line and to
roads wherein the rabbits could be secured,
and the effect would be, to a certain extent,
to keep down the pest. I have in my mind
distriets such as Geraldtotm, Northampton,
Upper Chapman, Irwin, and the Greenough
Flats, adjacent to the railways, where the
work of trapping could be carried on. There
are many holdings in these places and rab-
bits are in abundance there. I would not
go 8¢ far as Mr. Greig as to say that trap.
ping should be restricted to the vermin omn
the holdings, but I would give permission
to trap rabbits anywhere and convert them
into a commercial product. It may be pointed
out, as an argument against that, that there
is mo shipping available to permit of the ex-
port of the rabbit. That is the case, but
we hope that that will not always obtain.
At the same time, if permission were given
for trapping within certain digtances of the
railway line and roads, the rabbits could be
brought to Perth and sold. The rabbits
caught in the Geraldton district could bhe
treated at the Geraldton freezing works,
when they are in operation. Tao the mean-
t:me.temporary provision can be made for
treating  them, I would point out
that if we never try we will never
succeed and what will obtain in Geraldton
will obtain in other parts of the State. Al
ready a syndicate has been formed in Gerald-
ton and T am satisfied that it will take the
lead in this State in the direction of treating
tho rabbits, and there are all the prospects of
success being attained. Tt must not be for-
potten that, while this business is being made
an industry, farmers and others will derive
hard eash from it, and they will be able to
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some extent to pay off liabilities incurred in
other directions. I admit that we cannot trap
and poison in the same areas because of the
fact that experts tell us that there is a possi-
bility of poison being retained in the rabbit
and being communicated to the progeny. But
if certain areas were set aside for trapping
only, and the responsiility were placed on the
people trapping in those areas, good results
would fellow., This kind of thing has been in
operation in many parts of Victoria and there
is no ground for the fears expressed that rab-
biters would endeavour, by certain devices, to
assisb the rabbits to multiply by only killing
a cortain sex., I think that amounts to a re-
flection on those who are charged with the
supervision of the work, Of eourse there are
thore who in every branch of industry will
always transgress, but we must not destroy
an industry because one or two people are
likely to offend. Tf there are the usual safe-
guards I do not think we shall have anything
to fear. The risk to be incurred should be
such that people will think twice before doing
any wrong. Very few members have had
more experience than I in connection with this
matter, and I have no hesitation in saying
- that, with co-operation, we shall get the de-
sired effect. We must, however, have co-
operation and enthusiasm, and the work can
only be successfully carried out on areas
which are in close proximity to the railways.
The effect would be not merely to help to
destroy the pest but it would, to some extent,
bring about a reduction in the cost of living.
I entirely agree with what Mr. Greig said re-
garding the Crown lands. I can see no legiti-
mate reason why a private individual should
be asked to do certain things whilst no aetion
is proposed with regard to adjoining Crown
iands.  The same thing applies to noxious
weeds. We have the box thorn and instrue-
tions are issued year after year for the eradi-
cation of this pest. At the same time, on
Crown lands—and I am speaking of the Ger-
aldton distriet with whieh T am familiar—the
pest just overruns the areas there. During a
recent trip 1 had along the back country at
the head of the Greenough River, I came across
huge warrens on Crown lands and on deserted
holdings, and rabbits were as numerous as T
had ever seen them in the FEastern States, If
the Government do not take steps to deal with
the pest in those areas it is not justice to ask
the scttlers to exterminate them from their
own holdings. I protest strongly against =
settler being asked to do this while the Gov-
ernment do not propose to do anything so far
as the Crown lands are concerned. I entirely
agree with the proposal that Mr. Greig made
with regard te the appointment of a member
of n board to the position of inspector. T
admit that men with local knowledge will
make efficient inspectors, and T think they
would be in a bhetter pesition to aet than in-
spectors sent from Perth or elsewhere. At
the same time those men should resign from
the positions they occupy on the board.
Faney a man holding a position on a hoarid
and assisting to make regulations for his own
guidance]! When the Bill is in Committce I
intend to move an amendment in the direction
of endeavouring to see that certain areuas
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within easy reach of the railway lines shall be
kept apart for trapping purposes, and that
more effective means for eradicating the pest
than are at present suggested may be taken.

“ Hon, E, M. CLARKE (South-West) [5.55]:
‘o my mind this matter resolves itself into
tho question we should ask ourselves as to
whenee do these rabbits come? Unquestion-
ably the amswer would be, from Crown lands.
The Government are exempt in every case, and
ean we therefore conscientiously expuet the
settiers to free themselves from the pest when
they are coming in in such numbers from the
adjoining lands which are the property of the
Crown. There is nothing that can Dbe dore to
ecompel the Govermment to take steps in the
direction of preventing rabbits from swarm-
ing on to private lapds, and it is the same
thing with regard to water. A river may run
through Crown land, then through settlers’
land and through Crown land again, and yet
the settler is held responsible, Why vhould
the Crown always be exempt? Again in eon-
nection with the Noxious Weeds Act, the Gov-
ernment reserves may be covered with noxigus
wegeds and no man can compel their eradica.
tion; yet the settler alongside those lands
must keep his property free from the wends.
To my mind there is only one way of dealing
with the rabbit pest and that is tn comumer-
cialise it. The rabbits should be trappel and
converted into money. 7The Bill will be an
absolute farce because it will not be posaible
for a settler to keep his Jand free from rab-
bits when swarms of them will surround aim
on Crown lands. Some other way will have
to be found out of the difficulty. Mr. Kings-
mill and Mr. Sommers have refarred to the
kangaroo, but T would inform the Mouse that
thosc gentlemen are not the only experts on
kangaroos. I think I kunow nearly as much
about it as hoth those hon. members put to-
gether. I have shot them by the hundreds
and have seen them by the thousauds, and
with the exception of one place which has
been mentioned, namely, Naunup, anyone can
walk for miles without seeing a kangnroo.
T speak from knowledge gained by traveiling
through the bush where at one time there
were thousands and where it was possible to
shoot two at a time. Where are they now?
One can pgo over the same ecountry to-day
without seeing one. I comsider it is necessary
that the kangaroo should be proteeted, for
this marsupial is a valuable asset. [ will not
vote against the second reading of tho Bill,
but I do hope the Government wili view the
position from a common-sense standpuint and
will see how futile it is to expect private
hollers to exterminate rabbits from thair
holdings while nothing is done tov uxterminate
the pest on adjoining Crown lands.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [60): X
marvel somewhat that it has not been pos-
sible to incorporate the Vermin Bill and the
Rabhit Bill into one measure. I rose to call
the atteution of the Honorary Minister to
the existence of an anomaly in the Vermin
Boards Bill, T trust that in his reply he may
be able to hold out some hope that an amend-
ment will be made in committee with rega_rd
to the clauses affecting the votes which will
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be credited to those who have to pay the
taxes. This has been overlooked in the Bill,
In the original Aet we have section 13, in
which the taxation amounts to 1s. per bun-
dred acres, but in this Bill it is proposed that
this should be again increased. There is a
provision referring only to pastoral holdings,
large holdings up to 10,000 acres and 100,000
acres. We are now in this amending Bill
treating very much more closely with the
smalier holdings, which are to come under the
Roads Board ratings, on a basis of s0 much
per acre, and in many instances these smaller
holdings are rated up to £2 and £3 an aere,
The Board is, in faet, allowed to rate up to
3d. in the pound, whereas if it were a pas-
toral holding of, say, 10,000 acres the amount
would be a matter of £5. If a man happened
to own 35,000 acres of freehold country, he
would be paying on the roads beard rating
on a valuation of 358, per acre, and, at the rate
of one penny in the pound, he would have to
pay the board £31 53, and notwithstanding
thie would only bave one vote. Many of
those in the same district would be paying,
perhaps, on a mirimnm of Ys. 6d. or 3s. as
the whole of their rating, and would have an
equal voting power with the other man, I
lock upon that as rather extraordinary. Evi-
dently it has been overlooked in this amend-
ing measure. We have to safeguard the in-
terests of those who are likely to be heavily
hit by this form of further taxation. Wa
all remember the trouble which was caused
in connection with the Carnarvon distriet
when the parent Aet was passed. Small sta-
tion holders and these who had no interest in
stations at all became members of the board
and they placed the rates upon those who
beld the large stations, with the result that
the funds colleeted were injudiciously spent
becanse the members of the board were not
personally interested in the localities con
eerned in the expenditure. The small holder,
however, had just as much voting power as
the man who had to find the whole of the
money. 1 think it would be a mistake for
us on this oceasion to allow that to go by
without very careful consideration. I, there-
fore, ask the Honorary Minister to look into
this matter, and trust when we get into com-
mittee that we will have some amendment
made which will put the matter right. T
also appeal to the Honorary Minister with
regard to the boundaries of the road hoards
in districts where we have the main rabbit-
proof fence running right through the coun-
try. This fence has probably divided one
seetion of a roads hoard district from an-
other. All those outside the fence are per-
mitted to trade in rabbits, but those inside
the fence are not allowed to do go. They come
under different clauses of the Bill. There
will be a great danger in the elections which
will take place for membership of the board,
that four members will be selected from out-
side the fence and two members from inside
the fenee, thus bringing abont a considerable
conflict of opinion. This positiorn may create
a great amonnt of trouble and mischief in
the future. I do not know if the Honorary
Miniaster has taken that point of view into
conaideration, It might be advisable in con-
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sidering this measnre to determine whether
it would be wise to allow these road boards
to become vermin boards in those districts
along which thc rabbit-proof fence goes,
That is a matter for administration rather
than for legislation. I only meation the mat-
ter in order to draw the attention of the
Honerary Minister to it, and, otherwise, bave
much pleasure im supporting the second read-
ing of the Bill.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES (North) [6.7]: I
intend to support the second reading of the Bill
and do not propose to say much on the ques-
tion hecause in another place there is a select
eommittee dealing with it. I would like to
draw attention to clause 14 and to the second
paragraph in it which reads:—

Such rate shall not execeed for a pas-
tordl holding 2s. for every 100 acres of the
holding, and for any other holding the
maximum amount of the rate which may be
levied on the unimproved capital value of
the holding by the road board of the road
distriet in which it is situated.

As this is worded, a man holding 1,000 acres
pays 10s. in the pound, but on the unim-
proved capital value of the holding being
arrived at, we take 20 times the rental value
which is £10. The maximum rate which the
roads board can strike is 3d. in the pound.
If a pastoralist was taxed to the same extent
as the other holder, he would only pay 2.
Gd., but under the clause as it now reads, he
is liable to pay £1 as the maximum amount,
That is an ianjustice to the holders of big
ateags in this State. When in committec I
intend to move an amendment to have the
amount reduced from 2s. to at least l1s. If
it i3 reduced to 1s. the pastoralist will then
have to pay 10s. as the maximum, as against
the holder of land in other portions of the
State paying only 23, 6d. I merely rose to
poiot this ovt to the Honorary Minister, and
have pleasure in supporting the second read-
ing of the Bill.

Hon. 4, W. KIRWAN (South) {610]: I
merely desire to point out that in another place
there is a select committee sitting consisting
of members representing the various partiesin
Parlinment, who are inquiring into the whole
of the question regarding rabbits, I would
suggest that the recommendations of that com-
mittee would be of very great service to us in
dealing with the Bill, and also another Bill in
connection with the same matter which is
coming before us, I know the recommendations
of the committee will not be before us officially
but the committee was to have brought in its
report this week. I do think it is a pity, there-
fore, in view of the number of intricate ques-
tions involved in this matter, and in view of
the fact that the committee will devote a com-
giderable amouni of time to dealing with the
question, that we should not have the benefit of
its suggestions in an informal and unofficial
way, before disposing of these particular mea-
gures. I f{rust that the Government will see
their way, at any rate hLefore these Bills are
dealt with in committee, 10 our having an op-
portunity either through the newspapers or
otherwise of reviewing the derisions arrived at
by that select committee. One or two of the
members of the House have given evidence be-
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fore that committee, and some of the speeches
which have already been delivered upon this
Bill have put forward suggestions which I am
quite sure the committee would be very glad to
consider, and which would assist members very
materially in connection with the decisions
they are endeavouring to arrive at. A duplica-
tion of work sometimes occurs not only in con-
nection  with  Government depariments, but
even in connection with this Parliament. After
we have passed these Bills, if we do so before
the report of that committee is available, they
will go to another place, and that committee
will in the meantime have brought forward
suggestions which may completely upset the
work of this Flouse. With reference to the op-
position expressed by Mr. Greig to the clause
by which an inspector might be a member of
the board, to my mind this would be a moat
inadvisable thing. I would suggest to that hon.
member or to Mr, Hickey, or to any other hon.
member to propose an amendment to the effect
that any inspector who is also a member of the
board should carry out his duties without pay-
ment, There may be occasions when it is advis-
able that a member of the board should aet as
an inspeetor, and if it be neeessary that this
should be done he should not receive payment.
With the addition of a slight amendment add-
ing the words ‘‘without payment’’ to that
clanse, this could easily be provided for. I
trust the Honorary Minister will aceept such
an amendment because it wounld probably re-
nmove the objections, and they are strong ob-
jections, to the appointmernt of an inspector
who would also be a member of the board.

On motion by Hon. H. Stewart debate ad-
journed.

Sitting suspended from 6.12 to 7.30 p.m,

BILL—RABBIT ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 21st February,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [7.31]: 1
regret that this measure and the Vermin Boards
Bill could not have been ecombined, because
both deal with the one subject. One, I under-
stand, is 2 Bill specially dealing with Minis-
terial administration, and the other with roads
board administration. It is rather complicated
for members because we have again to deal
with the one subject and go over the same
ground that the Vermin Boards Bill treated
with. With regard to the question of rabbits, T
was closely connected with the erection of the
original rabbit-proof fenece, from the southern
portion of the State right through fo the
North, so as to cut off the rabbits when they
hegan advaneing, The work was proposed by
one Government and another, but until the ad-
visory board on agriculture strongly vrged the
Government to proceed with the work it was
not taken in hand serjously. Many people have
claimed that it has been a huge waste of money
and at that time a number of people said that
it would be folly to ercet the fence. It was
urged by the board that it would be a wise pro-
ceeding to erect the fence, although it would
not stop the rabbita from encroaching on the
western areas, [t would stop a great wave, cer-
tainly, from coming in on the settlers like a
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swarm of locusts entirely demolishing orchards
and crops on this side of the fence. All the
Government areas are breeding grounds, those
eastward of the rabbit-proof fence. There are
millions of aeres containing an enormous num-
ber of rabbits, and when the dry season comes
on it drives the rabbits westward, so that, as
long as this fence stands intact it will be the
means of stopping a great wave which would
be likely to do much damage. I have met a
number of people who have said that the fence
is of very little use becawvse rabbits will ¢climb
over it. People have told me they have seen
rabbits climbing over the fence, that they can
climb as easily as a cat.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Where had they been the night before?

Hon, W, Kingsmill: That is “‘over
fence.”’

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I believe this to
be a bona-fide statement, and members must
have seen rabbits enelosed in small areas
making a rush against the wire and climb-
ing up it. If they ean do that in enclosed
places surely it can be done aleng the rab-
bit proof fence. Personally I have not sean
rabbits climbing, but I am assured by set-
tlers that they do elimb. I am assured by
a squatter who knows what he is talking
about, and who is right among the rabbits,
that the rabbits have been here for the past
ten years. The squatters do not fear much
from the rabbits, and [ am told that the rab-
bits are no worse to-day than they were fen
years ago. I am assured that the rabbits
were in the Ashburton distriet ten years ago.
An inspector was sent there, but what he
did or did not d0 I am at a loss to know.
Still, T am assured that the rabbits were
there ten ycars ago, and a considerable dis-
tance inside the rabbit-proof fenge. The
Honorary Minister has told us that in many
cases the gates are left open enabling the
rabbits te pass through, and that in conse-
quence the scttlers ountside the fence think
that they are being neglected, that they are
not ptiing a fair deal from the department,
and that it is only when the rabbits become
a menace to the settlers that they receive
any assigtance to enable them to deal with
the pest. Numbers of people advocate the
pulling up of the No. 1 fence, because they
say the No. 2 fenee wil)l answer the purpose
that the No., 1 fence is now performing. I do
not agree with that idea, although many
claim that a better use could he made of the
wire netting by settlers fencing their hold-
ings. T think it is as well to retamn the double
barrier, Tt would cost a great deal to pull
up the existing fence, and the wire that has
been in the ground would have rotted eom-
giderably and would not be of much value.
The small holders between the fence will
be in a good position, They have a protee-
tion which will stop a wave of rabbits from
either east or west. The rabbits cannot at-
tack them from either side. Still, there is
no doubt the rabbit is encroaching in the
arens to the westward of the fence, We
hear of them in small numbers right from
Albany in the south to the Murc¢hison, They
are distributed throughout the State. I have

the
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heard members referring to  the  poison
plant, and I thiok it will he the means of
peisoning the rabbits. The departmeat
some vears ago had a number of rabbits un-
der experiment for something like six or
eight montbs. They fed them upon the
poison plant, and the result was that the
poison plant would not kill the rabbits until
the plant was “in bloom; when it was in
bloom and the rabbits ate it they died. The
poisop plant would only bleom once or
twice in the vear. On one or two areag rab-
bits have been found dead, and oo each oe-
casion it has been proved that the rabbits
died from eating the poison plant. T think
it would be as well for the Government to
fence in pateches of poison plant and not
attempt to eradicate it entirely. Tt would be
easy to put a fence round patches of poison,
s0 us to keep the stock out. Then the Gov-
ernment conld experiment with the closed in
areas of poison. I think it would be worth
while experimenting in this way, although
the department were not suceessful in kill-
ing rabbits when they experimented pre-
viously. If the department i3 desirous of
making a trial T can take all the rabbits
they like to bring along and place them on
patches where the poison plant is growing
fresh, and I think that after eating this
poison not many rabbits will remain
alive, eapecially when this plant is
growing in swch a  soceulent  crop.
The rabbit has been extremely destructive
in the eastern wheat belt during the last
vear or two. This season ¢rops equal to six
bags to the acre have been destroyed. Omne
man had in 160 aeres of sueh a crop, yet
when he was able to strip it, there were only
70 acres left, the remainder having been de-
molished by the rabbits. It is extremely
hard for some settlers who have successfully
used the poison cart on their holdings that
those holdings should be surrounded hy Crown
lands which provide excellent hreeding
arounds for the rabhits. As fast as those
settlers poison the rabbits on their heldings
they are again stocked up by the rabbits
from the Crown lands. Tt is necessarv that
the Government should do all they can to
elean their own areas. The Government
elaim to have been doing a lot in providing
poison, but I think they should do everything
possible to exterminate the rabbits every-
where. Several settlers have informed me
that the rabbits will climb up a bag of wheat
and eat the wheat from the mouth of the
bag. Again, T learn that they will cut holes
in the bhottom of the bag so as to allow the
wheat to trickle out. The Minister told us
that the department has sent poison carts
into several districts, where they have been
very successful. I notice that Clause 4 of the
Bill amends Section 31 of the Act. Section
31 provides that poison shall net be used
unless notice has been given to the ocenpier
of the land of the intention to use poison.
This provision is to be repealed by Clause 4.
I think this would be incurring a very grave
danger. If we omit to give the settler notice
of intention to lay poison it might easily re-
gult in considerable damage being dome o

695

his stock, [t is only right that when any
poison is to be laid, notice should be given
to the owner of the property. Several of the
poisons used are of a sweet taste, and it
might even happen that the settlers’ children
would get hold of the poison. The safeguard
of giving notice as provided in the Act
should certainly be retained. There is a
marked difference of opinion in the com-
munity on the question of rabbit trapping
and of trading in carcases and skins. Un-
doubtedly, the rabbit can be made a source
of revenue. This is shown by the cxperience
in the Bastern States. It has been said that
if we make an industry of the rabbits, it will
lead to a depreciation in our fiocks of sheep.
Yet to-day Australia is producing as much
wool as ever before, so apparently the trade
in rabbits which has sprung up in the East-
ern States has not had any detrimental effect
upon the pastoral industry. In the winter
months when the rabbit is able to get good
feed everywhere, the settler cannot poison,
and he might just as well be allowed to trap
the rabhits at such a time and make as much
use ag he can of the carcases and skins, Set-
tlers on the eastern side of the fence can
trade in rabbits te-day, and it will Dot be
long before we have those on the western
side clamouring for the same privilege, Of
course, all settlers would do their utmest to
poison the rabbits in summer time, and I
think that in the winter time, when poisoning
cannot be effectively carried om, trapping
ghould be permitted. Tn view of the experi-
ence of the other States, there is no fear of
the rabbit frapper suceeeding in Dbuilding up
an industry in this State. We have the rab-
hit with us, and we should make what profit
we can gut of him during that part of the
vear when he declines to be poisoned. I have
not been able to understand the attitude of
the department in refusing poison to set-
tlers, Oue seitler who had prepared water
troughs in the corners of his paddocks
where rabbita from Crown lands were crawl-
ing up his fences, tried to obtain peison for
the water in the troughs, He appealed to
the department, but was refused on the
grounds that the department was afraid of
his destroying birds and iguanas. I under-
stand that poisoned water has been utilised
by the department itself, and why they
should have refused to allow the same expe-
dient to a settler who had expended money
in providing troughs for the purpose of des-
troving rabbits coming of Crown lands, I
cannot understand.

Hon. C. T. Baxter (Homnorary Minister):
The Department cannot distribute poison in-
diseriminately.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: They were not
asked to distribute indiseriminately, When
a settler has gone to the expense of putting
in troughs and making all necessary arrange-
ments, his application for poison should be
favourably conasidered.

Hon, C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
He can get poisou through any local body.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I trust that that
was explained to the settler at the time.
The reply he reccived from the department
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was quite of a contrary tenor, and he is ab-
solutely disgusted with the department.
There are numbera of other settlers who are
equally disgusted with the department.
The settlers have been only too anxious to
help the department, and have gone to ex-
pense in that endeavour. Another case I
may bring to the afteution of the Minister
is that of certain settlers who approached
the department with the object of obtaining
assistance in eradicating rabbits which had
destroyed 300 acres of wheat. These set-
tlers applied for poisen carts, and were told
that therc was no hope at all of getting one.
The settlers thereupon sent to the Eastern
States for a poison cart; and when it ar-
rived here they went to the department to
sce if they could get some help in the dir-
ection, possibly, of reduction in the cost of
railing the cart to their distriet. An officer
of the department said to them, **What on
earth did you want to buy this cart your-
selves for, when we have 30 or 40 carts and
eould have supplied you?’’ The settlers are
not being treated on a fair and equitable
basis, To discover after buying s cart that
one conld have been supplied by the depart-
ment is an extremely unfortunate experience.
The department have woke up very late in
the day to the necessity for doing something
for these settlers. Those on the eastern bor-
ders of the rabbit-proof fence, it is said,
have deliberately left the gates open and
helped to let the rabbits through to the west-
ern side. It is stated they have said that
the sooner the western side of the fence
was stocked up with rabbits, the sooner
would the settlers on the western side help
those on the eastern side in making repres-
entations to the Rabbit Department. Pro-
bably, had I heen in the same loeality and
suffering under the same pinpricks, I might
have been one of them who adopied that
course.

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Do the settlers admit having left the gates
opent

Hon, V. FAMERSLEY: That is a sugges-
tion put forward in the locality. It has
arisen out of the administration of the de-
partment, I do not say to-day, but in the
past. The seltlers on the eastern side say
they have battled to long with the depart-
ment and have had so little encouragement.
In many eases where the rabbit is just show-
ing himself now, just coming into evidence,
the settlers are nervous as to notifying the
department, because of the spirit in which
the department receive such notifications. It
i3 the same spirit as that in which the re-
port of Mr. Sommers was received. Instead
of heing given help or suggestions in a
kindly spirit, the settlers are met with or-
ders backed by a statement of pains and
penalties, and all sorts of dreadful things
which will happen to them if they fail to
do this, that, or the other,

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Hovorary Minister):
Mr. Sommers referred to kangaroos.

Hon, C. Sommers: Not in that instance.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I am referring to
rabbits. There are several clauses of the
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measure to which I shall have to refer in
Committee. I congratulate the Honorary
Minister on the manner in which he intro-
duced the measure.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[8.6]: 1 am not disposed to trespass on the
time of the House for more than a few min-
utes, because, in speaking on the Vermin
Bill, T said that, to a large exteni, I was
dealing also with this measure. T stated
that T thought remarks applying to the one
Bill would probably apply to the other,
After giving the matter careful consideva-
tion, however, T find that such is not the
case. In the few words T have to say I will
explain the differences. The Vermin Bill, 1o
w large extent. deals with the eradication
of vermin and with the establishment of ver-
min boards, But the amendments under the
present Bill deal almost entirely with fene-
ing. They arc practically confined to the
matter of keeping the rabbit-proof fences in
order, and to various detajls in eonnection
therewith, The first amendmeunt provides
that for any advances in the shape of rab-
bit-proof netting made by the Government
under this measure the rate of interest
charged will be gix per cent., instead of four.
Another important amendment is that in the
past no proof was required from farmers or
other ownera of land that rabbits existed on
their properties, if that faet was estab.
lished to the satisfaction of the Chief In-
speetor of Rabbits, TIf that officer stated
that rabbits were on the land and that the
necessary measures were not being taken to
eradicate them, the fact was econsidered
proved. Now we find that the powers of the
Chief Inspector of Rabbits in this respeet
are to be delegated to the sub-inspectors, It
is, of course, impossible for the Chief In-
spector of Rabbits to visit holdings in all
parts of the country at the same time, and
therefore his authority is delegated to the
sub-inspectors. The next amendment refers
to compulsory fencing of water gupplies.
The Government take power to instruct that
any owner of land shall fence in his water
supply. The memorandum T have plaeed
against this provision of the Bill is, ‘‘ Where
will we get the netting?’’ At pres-
ent, of cowrse, netting is unobtainable.
Further, the Government may declare any
area of land rabbit infested, and may require
any owners of land in that area fo wire-net
water supplies. The point is one which will
be highly useful in earrying out the inten-
tions of this measure, but at present it is im-
possible to observe owing to the entire want
of nectting. Next, there are provisions as to
payment of rent when Government fences are
made use of by private individuvals, Ie T
happen to have a farm or a location which
abuts on the Government rabbit-proof fence,
and T join on to tha fenee, there are certain
conditions under which I have to pay. The
Bill also makes arrangements for the ring
fencing of properties. People may ring-fence
a number of properties under an agreement,
and by this Bill the Government will have
power to advance those people the necessary
rabhit-proof netting. But the agreement must
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be made in the form required by the Govern-
ment. The agreement has to be drawn up in
a very striet manner. The next point is with
regard to cattle trespassing on the Govern-
ment rabbit-proof fences. The Honorary
Minister in introdueing the Bill pointed out
that sometimes advantage is taken of the
balf-cbain strip along the fence to drive a
mob of cattle. We know that in wet weather,
when heavy bullocks are pushed into the
fence, they tread it down to such an extent
that the four inches underground becomes ex-
posed; and thus the rabbits can get under
it. The ounly other point in the Bill refera to
stealing water from tanks. That may not,
to some hon. members, appear a very dread-
ful thing; but my knowledge of the eircum-
stanees epables me to say that it may be very
serious, Omne man may be patrolling the fence
for a distance of 100 miles. His living water
is contained in tanks, which catch it from the
roof of his bumpy. If people steal this water,
or waste it, the man may be subjected to ter-
rible riska through want of it. A case was
quoted by the Honorary Minister of one of
these men, crawling in after an accident, find-
ing not a drop of water, though fortunately a
traveller happened along fo assist this unfor-
tunate man. The water is there specially for
the supply of the men counected with the
fence, and no one has a right to take that water
except, of course, a man who is absolutely fam.
ighing from thirst; and in that case, ‘‘Neces-
sity knows no law.’’ So far as I can see,
there is nothing very objectionable in the Bill,
though the provisions will have to be very
carefully considered in Committee. There is
one most important point which I omitted to
mention in gpeaking on the Vermin Bill. It
was, however, touched on by the Honorary
Minister; and I take this opportunity of em-
phasising it—that is, the financial position
which will arise in rabbit infested areas. 1T
happen, fortunately or unfortunately, to be
connected with certain financial institutions;
and I am in a position to state that the first
question which ia asked nowadays of anyone
who wants an advance is, ‘*YWhai about rab-
bits?'? T need bardly tell the business men
of this Chamber how many institutions would
advance money on a rabbit-infested property.
Therefore, in the interests of the whole State,
in the interests of production of every kind,
it is our duty to do everything we possibly
can and all to work together. If we cannot
eradicate the rabbits, at all events let ua do
onr very utmost to control them. I desire to
emphasise once more that this can he done
only by the cordial co-operation of all parties.
It is no use indulging in the fighting spirit
spoken of by Mr. Hamersley. If the trouble
emanated from the department, then the de-
partment need to be a little more diplomatie,
If it began with the settlers themselves, they
must all recognise the advantage of which the
department ean he to them, We cannot hope
to control the pest except by the cordial co-
operation of everybody. Let us recognise the
rabhit as a pest, and let us recognise the best
best method of getting rid of it, of getting it
off our runs and farms as soon as possible.
T can assure hon. members that very little
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money will be advauced against any property
which i3 infested with rabbits. In conclusion

I would simply remark that a select committee
is inguiring into the invasion by rabbits. That
committee is composed of hon, members of
another place and bas been sitting for the
past two or three weeks, and it would be pre.
mature to arrive at any conelusion in connee-
tion with the Bill before we learned what de-
cisions the committee will arrive at. I have
much pleasure in supporting the second read-
mg.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (Neorthy [8.17]: As
Sir Edward Wittenoem has poioted out, &
seleet committee of another place is dealing
with the rabbit question and in the course of a
little time will submit recommendations which
it may be wise to embody in the measure.

Hon. C. . Baxter (Honorary Minister): It
is not intended to proceed with the Committee
stage until the select committee have presented
their report,

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: 1 am glad to hear
that. In the Bill before us the Government
arek powers in addition to those already pro-
vided by the original Act. But what is difficult
te understand is that the power which the Gov-
erpment did possess, and it was a drastic
power too, was never enforced. The Chief In-
spector of Rabbits—and I am open io corree-
tion if what I am stating is incorrect— was
never allowed to act up to the full extent con-
ferred on him by the statute in force. Minister
after Minister, I understand, prevented this
officer from carrying out his duty; why, I e
not know, Probably the Honorary Minister
when he replies will be able to make some ex-
planation on this point. The Government desire
the House to give them additional power, hut
it is useless doing that unless the Govermment
propose to take siwilar action so far as the
Crown lands are concerned. Sir Edward Wit-
tenpom referred to co-operation in this matter,
but it woull be fatal for the House to give the
Govermment power to harrass settlers, while
the Government, who own large areas of unoe-
cupicd lands which are infested with rabbits
and which are apparently being used for breed-
ing purposes, should not themselves take action.
If the Bill hecomes un Act the Government
will have to make up their minds that they will
deal with rabbits on Crown lands in the same
way as it is proposed to insist a private holder
ghall act, We have evidence of the necessity for
such netion in the introdaction of the Bill by
the Honorary Minister. He mentioned the faect
that az inspector had gone to private holders
and insisted upon them dealing with the rab-
bits on their property and had been ordered
off the premises. Anyone who will look at the
matter logically and reasenably will know that
the settler takes up this position, He will say
‘“Why do yvou come on to my area and insist
upon my carrying out the conditions of the
Rabbit Act, when the Crown on the adjoining
areas are using those areag for breeding pur-
poses and for the purpose of stocking up my
land with a fresv lot of rabbits after T have
exterminated those which are already on my
property?’’ It will thos be seen that all the
trouble betsween the inapector and the settlers
in the past has been due to the faet that the
Government expect the settlers to do all the
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work in connection with the extermination of
the pest while they themselves do nothing. Un-
less the Government deal with this aspect of
the question, unless we make provision that
the Government shall be treated in the same
way as the private owner, I do not think that
much good will result from the passing of the
Bill. Refcrence has been made to femcing, It
i only right to express appreciation of the ac-
tion of the Government who were in power in
years gone by and who authorised the erection
of the rabbit-proof fences. It was a wise step
which they took because it had the effect of
keeping the rabbits in check for a great num.
ber of years. Now it seems as if we shall only
be able to snceessfully cope with the pest by
erecting fences around the holdings. The diffi-
culty of eourse is to get wire netting. Tt is
recognised .in all the Eastern States that once
an area is feneed in, it i3 possible then to deal
with the rabbits which are in that area, but
unless the areas are so fenced in, it is hopeless
to expect to be able to get rid of the rabbits
if the breeding grounds which are adjoining
are allowed to remain untouched. I think we
could get over the difficulty by providing that
power should be exercised over Crown lands in
the same way as it is exercised over land held
by the individual. Subelause (1) of clause 5
sets out that the Governor may by proclama-
tion declare that any area therein defined is
rabbit infested and that all owners of land
therein are required within a time specified to
surround and enclose completely with rabbit-
proof fencing all water supplies on such land.
By adding the word ‘‘Crown’’ before “‘land*’
we would thns compel the Government to fence
in the water on Crown lands. That would not
be an injustiee.

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter (Honorary Minister: The
Crown hag already done that.
h]-lon. J. J. HOLMES: T am pleased to hear
that.

Hon. W. Kingsmill:
withont water.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If the Crown have
done that I will assist the Government to get
all the power they want to compel private own-
ers to do the same thing. I have nothing fur-
ther to say except to support the second read-
ing, and T hope that the select committee will
be able to make recommendations which can
be embodied in the Bill and which will make
the Bill workable. If we compel scttlers to ex-
terminate the pest from their holdings we
should in common justice insist on the Govern-
ment doing the same.

Hen. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister—
East—in reply) [8.27]: As I stated by in-
terjection, T have no intention of proceeding
with this measurc beyond the second reading
stage. But I propose to wait for the select
committee to present their report and it can
then be dealt with by hon. members when the
Bill ig in the Committee stage. The question
has been raised regarding the liability of
the Crown and references have heen made
to unoceupied Crown lands. Mr. Hamersley
quoted the case of a selector who made free
use of a poison cart on his holding, and not-
withstanding that fact was invaded by rab-
bits from adjoining Crown lands. Mr.
Holines has stressed the point as well. Tt

But rabbits ean live
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wounld be quite impossible for any State to
take up a position in eonnection with this
matter such as that suggested by the hon.
member. It simply could not be carried out.
Mr. Hamersley also made reference to the
question of trading in rabbit skina. For the
information of the House I'desire to say that
it iz intended to strike out paragraph (b) of
Clause 43, which will have the effect of re-
moving the embarge placed on rabbif skins
at the present time, That will permit of
trading in skins. But not very much can
come from this trading with the present
price which is offered for rabbit skins, some-
thing like 11d. a dozen. So far as poison not
being supplicd to the Qifferent settlers is
concerned, the Government eannot indiseri-
minately distribute poison. The attitude in
the past has been a wise one, that is, to send
a supply of poison to local bedies such as
roads boards, vermin boards, or farmers’ or.
ganisations. 8inee I bave been in office
there have been numerous applications for
cyanide, The department would not take the
regponsibility of sending cyanide to any per-
gon who may wish to apply for it, It is more
than we wonld dare do. [ would like hon,
members to supply me with the name of the
settler who made all his preparations and
was refused on the plea that it meant the
destruction of all small animal and bird life.
I have time and again told settlers that they
would bave te apply through some loeal body,
and that we would not supply poison to in-
dividuals. That is the only attitnde we could
take np. If the hon. member will give me
particulars T will inquire into the matter. He
further referred te persons who wished to
secure n poison cart, but said that they had
sent east for onme. In all the cases that I
have had to deal with people have approached
the department for a poison cart, in most in-
stances free of charge. The department 1s
not #n exterminafing department, but one
to see that the Act is carried out. We have
neither the power nor the money to start out
exterminating on a large scale. With refer-
ence to freights the department has taken
the matter up in conjunction with the Rail-
way Department. I do not know whether
they have come to a decision in the matter,
but T thave urged the Railway authori-
ties to carry these poison earts at the
same rate as they do agricultural vehi-
cles, which menas a difference of some-
thing like one-third of the cost. T have ne
doubt that this will be ecarried out. I am
surprised to hear that settlers have been
deliberately leaving the gates open and let-
ting the rabbits through in order to arouse
other people to urge the department te take
action. The department bas been most_lem-
ent in not compelling people to exterminate
rabbits on their properties. I should be
pleased if the hon. member could have a re-
port sent to me, for if we could get a case
against gome person or persons T do not think
that it will be necessary to take any such
action. The hon. member said that some peo-
ple in the ouilying distriets had been there
for two years without receiving any encour-
agement from the department. What encour-
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agement do they want? They have been
supplied with free poison and the uvese of Gov-
ernment poison carts working in fhe neigh-
bourhood, and have even had peoison deli-
vered at their doors, This poison was distri-
buted, and yet the settlers asked that some-
one should go along to lay the poison for
them. No other Governpment in Australia
have gone as far as the Western Anstralian
Government have gonme. The enly fault lies
in the amount of leniency which has been ex-
tended by the Government to these people.
That possibly was misplaced, because if we
had compelled the settlers to live up to the
Act thousands of pounds could have been
saved which will have to be spent now on
the eradication of this pest. I am pleased
that Sir Edward Wittenoom favours the Bill,
because these amendments are most necessary
for the satisfactory working of the Aet. Both
Sir Edward Wittenoom and Mr. Holmes re-
ferred to the fencing in of water supplies.
The Government water supplies have all been
feneced in. Unfortunately, however, too great
a eare of these Government water supplies
has not been taken by the settlers becanse
they have left open the gates leading
to them. During the last month we have
been able to procure five miles of netting,
and this has been sent out to the Dowerin
and Ninghan vermin boards, with a reguest
that it should be supplied to those settlers
who are desirous of fencing in their water
supplies.  We have, therefore, gone even
further than Sir Edward Wittenoom asked.
We have not only fenced in our own water
supplies, but we have done what we could
to supply netting to other settlers, so that
they, too, might fence in their water sup-
plies.

Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom: I am speaking
of that part of the country where no water
supplies are mentioned.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):

Mr. Holmes asked why the inspector was not -

allowed to proceed with legal action when
the department already possessed a certain
amount of power under the existing Act.
Proceedings were taken in some cases, and a
fine inflicted, but there was such a storm of
indignation that the then Minister gave way
and was lenient to these people. The result
was that the ipspector was asked to stay his
bhand.

Hon. J. .J. Holmes: It is better to have a
gtorm of indignation than a storm of rabbits.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
T quite agree. The Government of the
day have tsken up the stand that they are
going right ahead with the Act, and are
grappling with the situation. We are deter-
mined to carry out the Act as far as possible
in its entirety, and feel that this is the only
way to control the rabbit invasion.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then why not deal with
your own land first?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
Let me ask hon. members if they have ever
thought what this would eost. Tt is an amaz.
ing task they are asking the Government to
undertake. Where will the Government com-
mence, aml where will they end? Is it gug-
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gested that we should sweep the country
from here to the SBouth Australian bordert
The rabbits come in waves from the eastern
goldfields, and owing to the indiscriminate
manner in which people have left open the
gates along the fence, they have got right
through, If this is suggested, how are we to
Gnance the proposition? I cannot myself see
apy way of making any recommendation to
the Government to this effect,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is it not possible to
deal with the rabbits on Crown lands inside
the fences?

Hon., C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
There is a tremendous area of country be-
tween the two fences. Mr., Hamersley re-
ferred to rabhits being on the Ashburton
River some ten years ago. There is an old
rabbit settlement in the Lynton district. 'I'ne
rabbits there have been brought over from the
islands.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: They are on this side
of the Murchison.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
These rabbits have spread right through as
far as Tremantle. The rabbits coming from
the Eastern States became acclimatised and
so got across the country and spread. Those,
however, which landed from the islands did
not become acclimatised at first, but after a
while they settled down to their new sur-
roundings and, as T say, have spread as far
down as Fremantle.

Question put and passed.

Bill tead a second time.

BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.
In Committee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the Col-
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clange 2—aAmendment of Section 12,

Hon. 1. E. DODD: T have made some en-
deavours to obtain information from the vari-
ous friendly societies in regard to this Bill,
and I find that they are fully in accord with
this clause.

Clause put and passed,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the Col-
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1-19—agreed fo.

Clanse 20—ITInsertion of new section be-
tween Sections 142 and 143—Registration of
places of public entertainment:

Hon. J. E. DODD: This clause deals with
the licensing of public buildings. Tt is rather
a drastic clause beeaunse it applies to church
halls, workera® halls, agricultural halls, ete.,
Wherever there is a lecture given an annual
feae of £5 has to be paid.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The hon.
member does not objeet to the principle of
the clanse as it applies to places of entertain-
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ment generally. Before the erection of any
public building plans and specifications have
to be approved of by the department and the
completed building approved before it can be
opened. As to theatres, picture halls and con-
cert halls, it is necessary to maintain super-
vision because minor alterations are fre-
quently made, such as the rearrangement of
the seating accommodation and the gangways.
Alterations and additions are made in con-
neetion with electrical installations and it is
considered for the safety of the public that
there should be constant supervigion and a
fee is imposed with the objeet of recouping
the department for the supervision, The point
ig raised now as to whether these conditions
should apply to buildings used for lectures
and readings. But provision is made by which
they need not be called on to pay the £5 fee.

The CHAIRMAN: The clavse is partly
italicised; I think it would be well to treat it
a8 wholly italiciged.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I think
that the consideration of the clause might he
postponed and we can deal with the whole
clanse when it comes back fo s

Hon. A. SANDERSON: As far as this
clause is concerned, there is nothing in the
select commiftee’s report dealing with it.

The Colonial Secretary: It is largely a
money clause,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Why should not
the clause be discussed now, leaving out the
financial question? This is a question of the
vegistration of minor halls, Has an agrieul-
tural hall to be licensed or iz it licensed now
for pnblic entertainment? What is the ob-
jeet of postponing the clanse?

The Colonial Secretary: 1 wish the clause
postponed to make further inguiries into the
point raised by Mr. Dedd.

Clause postponed.

The CHATRMAN: I shall treat the clauses
partly italieised as if wholly italicised. Mem-
bers will have an opportunity of discussing
them when the Bill comes back from another
place.

Clauses 21, 28, 23, 24—agreed to.

Clause 25—Amendment of Seetion 167:

Hon. A. SANDERBON: Will this registra-
tion without fee apply to all places where re-
freshments are sold?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is not
considered necessary to impose a fee bacause
already a license fee has to be paid.

Hon. A. Sanderson: There is no license fee
for a lemonade shop.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
ants have to pay a fee,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: There are dozens
of places all over the country where a person
can get a3 cup of tea and a biscuit or a glass
of lemonade. Do these places pay a feef

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Small
places such as the member speaks of do not
pay a fee nor is it intended to charge them
but they should be registered for the purposes
of supervision.

Clause put and passed.

Clausges 26 to 32—agreed to.

Clavse 33—Amendment of Section 187:

Restaur-

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. DUFFELL: This clanse should he
struck out. That is part of the recommenda-
tion of the seleet committee. The question of
patent medicines bhas occupied the attention
of those interested in the matter to a consid-
erable extent and some hardship exists ow-
ing to uniformity throughout the Common-
wealth in regard to the law dealing with
patent medicines not existing, It is desired
that there should be a confcrence held of
those persons interested to deal with the
question of wniformity.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: For the
reasohs given by the select committee I do
not intend to press for the retention of this
elange, I think the clause is desirable; we
have not uniform legislation throughout the
States and therefore to some extent the
object of the clause may be defeated. At
the present time the Commiassioner of Health
has power to prohibit the sale of any patent
medicine that is deleterious to health or
likely to be dangerous, but the bulk of the
patent medicines do not contain anything
likely to be dangerous to anyone. Therefore
the elause is not likely to be used but there
is a number of patent medicines sold at a
high price containing nothing that would do
any good. It is desired to prohibit the sale
of these to prevent the public from being
plundered. One case came before the court
in connection with a microbe killer. The de-
partment prosecuted for publishing a false
statement as to the medicine, which waa
stated to be a cure for all diseases. The pro-
secution was entirely soccessful. The defend-
ant pleaded guilty and =agreed to with-
draw the false statement, but thers was noth-
ing to prevent the agent writing 2 new
pamphlet which the department could not
prosecute him for publishing. An analysis
of the microbe killer sold, showed that it
contzined 991, per cent. of water, a little
more than a trace of sulphuric acid and it
was sold at 5s. a bottle. There are other
medicines at the present time of no greater
value. I mention this to show that it waa
in po frivolous spirit that the Commissioner
asked for power to deal with these medi-
cines. I recognise that there should be uni-
formity in legislation of this kind but I ¢
not press the clause,

Clause put and negatived.

Clauses 34 to 41—agreed to.

Clause 42—Amendment of Section 242 (¢):

Hou. J. E. DODD: I notice that the last
line of the clause reads ‘“and every such per-
son shall follow, as far as possible, the ad-
vice given by such practitioner.’’ I think that
in the original Act the penalty for a violation
of this provision is £20. Although that pen-
aliy may not be too drastic for other pro-
visions on the clause, it certainly seems to
me rather drastic to apply to a person who
shall not follow, as far as possible, the ad-
vice given by such practitioner. Not all
practitioners are alike. Some of them are
rather dictatorial at times, yet, unless the
patient follows the adviee given, he is liable
to a penalty of £20. I move an amendment—

““That all words after ‘days’ in line 10
be struck ont.”’
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I think
the amendment would destroy the efficiency
of the clause. The £20 penalty provided is
a maximum, and it is altogether improbable
that any court would impose a fine of £20
because a man did not exactly follow the ad-
vive of his practitioner, I do not think there
is any likelihood of the words causing hard-
ship to any person,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Some amendment
is certainly required, Dbecause there is no
provision that the adviec given shall be in
writing.  FEither the words objected to by
Me. Dodd should be deleted or we should
add the words ‘‘in writing.”’

Hon. €. SOMMERS: 1 am inclined to
agree with My, Dodd. One might carry ont
the adviee of the practitioner as far as pos-
sible and yet might find it altogether imprae-
ticable to exactly carry ount that advice,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The leader of the
House said that when he came to these con-
tentious cluuses he would report progress. 1
received the report and cvidence of the sel-
ect committee only this afternoon, and I
have not yet had an opportunity of looking
into it. T do not know what this clause
means. [f the Minister is going to rush the
clanses throngh I wish to enter a protest
against this haste. I have no iden as to
what the effect of the amendment will be.
I' hope the Minister will earry out hig under-
taking to report progress.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I intended
reporting progress on Clause 44, which T re-
garded as the beginning of the contentious
clauges. However, I am prepared to do it
on this clause. The words proposed to be
struck out are not new in the Bill, but are
eontained in the existing Aet. The only
respect in which the clause alters the pro-
vision of the Act is that it strikes out ‘‘once
in cvery four weeks,”’ which is regarded as
heing entirely inadequate in a number of
cases. I have no desire to rush the Bill
through,

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: T am inclined to sup-
pert the amendment. A patient might con-
sult one medical practitioner and, not being
satisfied with the treatment, might consult
another, whose advice might be totally op-
posed to that of the first practitioner. Which
advice is to be earried out?

Hon, J. E. DODD: I find, as the Colonial
Secretary has said, that the provision is in
the existing Act. 1 was not aware of thiy.
However, it seems to me a big power to
place in the hands of medical men who are,
after all, only human.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.14 p.m.
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Pegislative  Essembly,
Tuesday, 6th March, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,
and read prayers.

[For ‘*Questions on Notiece’’ and *‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’']

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917-18.
In Committes of Supply.

Reswmed from the 28th February;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Vote—His Excellency the Governor, £1,573
—put and passed.

Votes— Executive Council £43, Legislative
Council £929, Legislative Assembly £1,748,
Joint House Committee £3,895, Joint Printing
Committee £5,039, Joint Library Committee
£400—agreed to.

Vote— Premier’s Office, £1,714:

Ttem, Clerk £240. :

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN: I notice a new posi-
tion, that of a eclerk at £240. It appears that
there has been a Treasury clerk in the Pre-
mier’s Office doing work for the Premier’s

Mr.

Office. But now that work has passed away
from the Tremier’s office. Therefore, I
move—

“*That the item be struck out.’’

My, SMITH: I support the member for
North-East Fremantle, as there has been no
inercase in the work of the Premier’s Office.
The Secretary to the Premier, it appears, is
receiving a salary of £550 under this vote;
and I believe he obtainrs an additional £200
or so from other departments. I think hon.
members will agree that, considering the
times, the Secretary to the Premier is very
well paid. Instead of increasing the expendi-
ture of the Premier’s Office, we ought to be
cutting it down.

The PREMIER: The work of the Premier’s
Office in this State has not decreased. On
the contrary, like the work of all the Pre-
miers’ offices in Australia, it has increased,
The item of £240 for a clerk is an item which
has been on the Estimates previously, but
was then included in the Treasurer’s vote,
although the clerk was really doing no Trea-
sury work.

Hon. T. Walker: He did some Treasury
work,

The PREMIER: He simply dealt with mat-
ters which came to the Premier from the
Treasurer, The Premier’s Office, however,
still continues to do a good deal of work for
the Treasurer, who has no clerk and no typist.
All that work is being done for the Treasurer
by the Premier’s Office. Although hon, mem-
bers might helieve that the work of the Pre-
mier’s Office has not inereased of late years,



